The hanging columella.
A hanging columella significantly detracts from otherwise pleasing nasal esthetics. Preoperative assessment of the nasal base is crucial to determine the etiology of a pre-existing hanging columella, and to assess the potential for creating such a deformity with rhinoplasty. Prevention or correction of a hanging columella requires surgical techniques that take into consideration the anatomic tip dynamic factors involved. We discuss the anatomy of the nasal base, define the hanging columella, and distinguish this entity from others with which it can be confused. We propose a methodical approach to the evaluation of the hanging columella, and recommend corrective techniques which we have found successful in achieving good cosmetic results.